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NEWSTEAD HOUSE AND CAPT. WICKHAM, R.N. 
(The Centenary of Newstead House was observed this 
year) 
{From a paper read by Mr. C. G. Austin at a meeting of 
The Historical Society of Queensland on February 
27th, 1947) 
Thomas Pamphlett, John Finegan, Richard Par-
sons, and John Thompson left Sydney on March 21st, 
1823, in a sailing craft bound for AUowrah, sometimes 
called the Five Islands, now known as lUawarra, to col-
lect cedar. Buffeted by a severe storm they were blown 
they knew not whither out of their course. Sailing in 
the wrong direction and suffering great privations for 
want of water, they sailed many days. John Thompson 
died. Eventually the remaining three reached the 
crescentic shore extending between Point Lookout on 
the north-east corner of Stradbroke Island and Cape 
Moreton on the north-east corner of Moreton Island. 
Fresh water was here obtainable, but the boat was 
wrecked, and they were left with salvaged flour washed 
ashore that rainy night; they recovered an axe that 
proved useful to them later. Fortunately the aborigines 
were hospitable, and they ferried themselves from the 
island in a native canoe. 
Barron Fields records in "Geographical Memoirs" 
that Pamphlett reported that a black man they had 
seen spoke in good English before he hurriedly dis-
appeared into the bush. The castaways found a 
pecuUar canoe which some of Oxley's party at a later 
date considered to be identical with a New Zealand 
canoe which was carried by a vessel called the "Echo" 
which a year or two before had been wrecked on Cato's 
Reef 300 or 400 mUes further north. It may be idle 
speculation that the visit of Pamphlett and party was 
preceded by calls by whalers. 
After a month's hospitality from the blacks at 
Amity Point and Dunwich they fashioned a canoe out 
of a tree with their axe and crossed the bay to the 
neighbourhood of Cleveland, whence they walked to the 
mouth of the Brisbane River. The approximate date 
estimated by Thomas Welsby was June 14th, 1823. As 
these men travelled up the Brisbane River to Oxley 
Creek and down the left bank to Toorbul Point and 
thence to Bribie Island, it may safely be assumed that 
Pamphlett, Parsons, and Finegan were the first white 
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men to see the site of Newstead on the left bank of the 
Brisbane River at its junction with Breakfast Creek 
where Newstead House now stands. 
Oxley met Pamphlett and Finegan at Skirmish 
Point on Bribie Island in November 1823 and on in-
formation received from them he rowed up the river, 
passing Newstead House site on December 2nd, and on 
coming down again no doubt viewed the place again on 
December 4th, 1823. In the following year, 1824, Oxley 
brought a party to Moreton Bay to form a settlement, 
a site for which was selected at Red Cliff. Leaving 
Lieut. Miller and party there Oxley, Lieut. Butler, and 
Allan Cunningham and crew explored the river reach-
ing Mt. Crosby district. They formed their first night's 
camp on the river bank somewhere between Newstead 
and the foot of Toorak Road, and on the following 
morning, September 17th, 1824, as they were leaving 
after an early breakfast they were disturbed by thiev-
ing blacks. The breakfast on that morning was prob-
ably the one from which originated the name Breakfast 
Creek. 
The botanist, Charles Fraser, in July 1828, de-
scribed the beauty of the Brisbane River, and the Jour-
nal of James Backhouse, page 359, under date of March 
29th, 1836, gives a description of the natural scenic 
beauty of the place, from which description is con-
veyed to us the appearance of Newstead. How the 
primeval beauties have been destroyed by the hands of 
man! On this spot before man had destroyed the in-
digenous vegetation was built by the end of 1846 a 
house into which moved Captain John Clements W i^ck-
ham, R.N., first Police Magistrate of Moreton Bay Dis 
trict then under the jurisdiction of New South Wales. 
From official records we find that the Newstead 
property comprised originally Eastern Suburban Allot-
ments 62, 63, and 64, Parish of North Brisbane. 
Eastern Suburban allotment 62 was granted to John 
Clements Wickham on July 19th, 1845, for the sum of 
£37/10/-. It comprised twenty-five acres. Eastern 
Suburban allotments 63 and 64 were granted to Wil-
liam Leslie of Wart Hill, Aberdeenshire, on the same 
date for a sum of £51. 'This had an area of thirty-five 
acres. William Leslie conveyed his property, allot-
ments 63 and 64 to John Clements Wickham by con-
tract dated August 2nd, 1847, and signed July 11th, 
1853, for £1,000 for land and improvements thereon. 
Captain Wickham lived in the house till 1859 when 
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Queensland became a separate colony, Queensland, with 
Sir George Bowen as Governor. P. G. King, grandson 
of Phillip Gidlev King, third Governor of Australia, and 
R. R. Mackenzie, two trustees for Wickham conveyed 
Eastern Suburban allotment to George Harris, mer-
chant of Brisbane, in 1867, for £4,000. In 1873 George 
Harris applied to have the land brought under the Real 
Property Act, the value then being £5,000. (Reference 
to Certificate of Titie Nos. 32548/50 Volume 221, Folios 
50/52). About 1876 James Taylor acquired the land 
for £5, subject to a mortgage of £10,000 on it. (Refer-
ence to deed Certificates of Title Nos. 42479/81, Volume 
286, FoUo 231/3). The land was subdivided by him 
and successive owners and parts sold. In 1918 the Bris-
bane City Council purchased the remaining property 
from Mrs. Caroline Amelia Heaslop. 
John Clements Wickham was born in Leith, Scot-
land, on November 21st, 1798. His father was Captain 
Samuel Wickham of the Royal Navy; his granfather, 
William Wickham, was at one time Governor of Rhode 
Island before it became part of the United States. 
In 1812 in the fourteenth year of his age, John 
Clements Wickham entered the Royal Navy as a mid-
shipman. In an early part of his career he served in 
the China Seas on a British warship which was en-
gaged in clearing those waters of Chinese pirates. In 
1825 at the age of twenty-seven years he was appointed 
Second-Lieutenant on the British warship "Adventure" 
which vessel was then under the command of PhiUip 
Parker King, son of Philip Gidley King, third Governor 
of New South Wales, together with another vessel, the 
"Beagle," described by Captain J. Lort Stokes as of 330 
tons. 'The "Adventure" was described as a "roomy 
ship, of 330 tons burthen, without guns, excepting one 
for signals, lightly though strongly rigged, and very 
strongly built." Also "The 'Beagle,' a weU buUt littie 
vessel of 235 tons, rigged as a barque, and carrying six 
guns." (Voyages of the "Adventure" and "Beagle," 
Volume 1 and 2.) These vessels were despatched to 
survey the coasts of the southern part of South 
America and Tierra del Fuego. 
In 1831 Wickham, as First Lieutenant under Cap-
tain Robert Fitzroy, left Devonport in the "Beagle" to 
complete the survey of Patagonia, Tierra del Fuego, 
and to survey the shores of Chili, Peru, and some of the 
Pacific islands. Charles Darwin, the great naturalist, 
sailed in the "Beagle" on this occasion, and, as a result. 
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we have his most interesting book "Journal of Re-
searches into the Natural History and Geography of 
Countries Visited by the 'Beagle' under Captain Fitz-
roy, R.N." She visited and examined various points 
along the eastern shore of South America between 
Bahia (Brazil) and the Straits of Magellan, and be-
tween those straits and Cape Horn, and then passed 
up the west side to Galapagos Islands, thence across the 
Pacific via Low Archipelago, Society Islands (Tahiti), 
Navigator and Fiji Groups, New Zealand, Port Jackson, 
Van Diemen's Land, and later to King George's Sound. 
Leaving Australia the "Beagle" sailed by way of Keel-
ing (Cocos) Islands in the Indian Ocean, Mauritius, St. 
Helena, Ascension Island, Bahia, and Pernambuco to 
England, reaching there in 1836. With Wickham on 
this voyage was Philip Gidley King. 
They married sisters, the daughters of Hannibal 
Hawkins Macarthur, grandson of Governor King. Thus 
was cemented a friendship between Wickham and 
Philip Gidley King which was ended only by death. 
(This was the P. G. King who with R. R. Mackenzie 
administered J. P. Wickham's estate.) 
In 1837 the "Beagle" was again recommissioned, 
this time under the command of Captain John C. Wick-
ham to survey the Australian coasts. In her survey 
the "Beagle" twice circumnavigated Australia. In 1841 
bad state of health made it necessary for Captain Wick-
ham to retire from the service and he went to the Old 
Country. However, the attractions in Australia were 
too great for him to resist and he returned to Aus-
tralia. On November 24th, 1842, he was appointed as 
first Police Magistrate in the Moreton Bay Settlement 
at Brisbane when it was opened to free settlement, the 
penal station having been removed. He brought with 
him to the place of new appointment his newly-married 
wife, Anna, daughter of Hannibal Hawkins Macarthur, 
to whom he had been married on October 27th, 1842. 
The young couple first resided in the Commandant's 
quarters, which then stood on the site of the present 
Government Printing Office and had previously been 
vacated by Lieut. Owen Gorman, the last Commandant 
of the convict settlement. They moved into Newstead 
House in 1846. 
The late Joe Bourne stated that Newstead House 
was built under the supervision of Andrew Petrie, senr. 
The lime and the bricks were probably also prepared by 
him. Mrs. Comber, Captain Wickham's daughter, and 
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widow of Admiral H. W. Comber, made a statement 
which was published in the "Courier" in 1926 that 
Newstead House was built for Patrick Leslie. There 
is no record in the Titles Office to indicate that Patrick 
Leslie had been concerned in the ownership of New-
stead property. Nehemiah Bartley tells us that the 
house was built on lines similar to those of the original 
dwelling at Canning Downs. In Wickham's time the 
House became the centre for hospitality vice-regal in 
extent and liberality. Guests on their way to social 
assemblies at Newstead House were guarded by soldiers 
on account of the blacks. The House's reputation for 
entertainment was kept up by some of the subsequent 
occupiers. The magnificent Johnstone River fig tree so 
prominent at the western approach to the building- pro-
vided shade for Captain Wickham's coachman while he 
washed the captain's gig, the first privately owned 
vehicle in Brisbane. 
The name "Newstead" is derived from that of New-
stead Abbey in Nottinghamshire, founded in the 
twelfth century during the reign of Henry II and soon 
after the murder of Thomas a'Becket. When Henry 
VIII aboUshed the monasteries in England the Abbey 
of Newstead became the property of the Byron family, 
of whom the poet, George Gordon Byron, was the sixth 
baron. The Rectory of Newstead early in the nine-
teenth century was held by a Rev. John Wickham. 
What relationship exists between the Rev. John Wick-
ham and Captain John Clements Wickham is not 
definitely known. However, the place in Brisbane was 
called "Newstead" and the residence in Sydney of a 
descendant also bears that name. 
The captain was, as Police Magistrate, in practice 
and in fact the head of the system which "policed" the 
community of Moreton Bay Settlement from 1842 to 
1859. He drew a pay of £300 per annum, the C.P.S., Mr. 
George Milner Slade, was paid £150, six constables re-
ceived salaries ranging from £40 to £70 a year; the 
monetary emoluments of his whole staff amounted to 
less than £850 per annum. 
One night in 1849 a report was made to the Chief 
Constable of an aUeged disturbance by the blacks in 
Yorke's Hollow, now the Exhibition Grounds. He re-
mained in the warmth of his bed rather than undertake 
any efforts which might chill his frame, and he sent an 
under constable to stir another officer out of his bed to 
take the necessary responsibiUty: that officer m-
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structed Lieut. Cameron to take the necessary meas-
ures to quell the alleged disturbance and a squad of 
soldiers was marched to the scene only to find John and 
Tom Petrie there before them and who had found that 
it was a lying tale told- by a chastised native boy in 
revenge hoping that the gin who beat him would get 
some share of punishment. The Chief Constable lost 
his billet in consequence. 
In the literature at the disposal of the writer there 
are few references which help in estimating Captain 
Wickham's character. Stuart Russell, page 380 in the 
"Genesis of Queensland" says "that he was much re-
spected," in his usual literary habit of striving after 
"apt alliteration's artful aid" he says "worthUy wor-
shipped." Nehemiah Bartley in "Opals and Agates," 
page 123, says he was a sufficient authority on dietics, 
and in the same book Bartley tells us that Wickham 
was a graceful slow waltzer. Captain Wickham's 
greatest claim to eminence was his competence as a 
marine surveyor. Even while he was stationed at Bris-
bane he found time to survey much of Moreton Bay. 
Captain Wickham's term of office ceased when in 
1859 Sir George Bowen, the first Governor of Queens-
land, made complete the grant of separation from New-
South Wales to the new colony of Queensland. The 
temporary residence of the Governor was the two-
storeyed stone house, now the Deanery in St. John's 
Cathedral grounds, which then was owned by Dr. Wil-
liam Hobbs and leased to the Government. Newstead 
House was never "Government House." Captain John 
Clements Wickham, R.N., died at Biarritz in France on 
January 1864 and was buried in the churchyard of St. 
Jean de Luz. 
Mr. Firmin McKinnon, the second speaker of the 
evening related some legends attached to Newstead 
House, referring also to the influence that it had exer-
cised on the architecture of other early homes in Bris-
bane. Newstead House, he said, was the oldest resi-
dence in Brisbane, and in the days of Captain Wick-
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ham, and also of Mr. George Harris, the next owner it 
was the home of romance. Brisbane, he thought, had 
reason to congratulate itself on having had such a man 
as Captain Wickham as social leader a hundred years 
ago. IncidentaUy he told how Newstead House had 
become the property of the people and was now main-
tained by a Board of Trustees, and had become the 
headquarters of the Historical Society of Queensland. 
For additional information vide Historical Society's 
Journal, Vol. Ill, No. 2, pp. 52, 55-66. 
